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History and science of mass hysteria
Fear and anxiety often demand an touch of the sinister, the lethal. watching official rationality and 
a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  a  p u b l i c  Where innocence ends, and irrationality battle but what makes 
performance. When it reaches the conspiracy begins is difficult to it sinister is the element of 
level of panic, it acquires an decipher. Rationality dismisses violence as superstition inevitably 
epidemic quality of a spectacle, the event but rationality cannot searches for a scapegoat as a 
rampant when it is present, explain it. cause. A Dalit woman, a migrant 
forgotten and almost mysterious Reading the origins of such an worker, a minority group meets a 
when it is over. Events such as event, one senses a sequence. It gory death that changes the 
these have a devastating effect on usually is tr iggered, often n a r r a t i v e .  Th e  v i c t i m  a s  
the psyche of a society. complainant has an innocuous 
Such panics, from being story but rumours provide the 
i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  agency of the narrative. The 
storytelling, reveal the police then find their own 
repressions of a society. scapegoats but few look at the 
All it needs is a rumour, soc ia l  pro f i le  o f  anx ie ty,  
an audience prone to displacement, the appearance of 
gossip and anxiety. a modernity that does not answer 
One recent example questions of meaning. Indeed, 
was the Ganapat i  people prefer collective insanity 
Festival but it had an to an individual recognition of 
a l m o s t  e n d e a r i n g  problems.
quality to it. I remember 
colleagues of mine in Rumour constructs a monster, a 
Delhi who went to demonology which is always 
temples to see the amorphous. What it smashes is 
phenomenon came the usual routine of domestic life 
back feeling blessed. as suspicion cuts down on 
W h e n  I  s m i l e d  interaction and a fortress 
sceptically, one of them complex develops. There is a 
explained to me “It is not predictable quality of narratives. 
how many academic What one misses is the presence 
degrees you have. You of groups, civil society activists, 
have to believe to see it. doctors who can tackle the event, innocuously, in moments of 
It is like punya. If you don’t have it, civil society activists to initiate anxiety where the first event 
you can learn it.” Another said, a panchayat meetings. As hysteria seems almost a joke, carrying the 
pujari whose temple was not the mounts, violence increases. Yet a touch of the incredulous. It looks 
site of miracles has gone to the few weeks later after the ‘criminal’ like a prank but is never fully 
hills to meditate, do penance is caught, few are able to explain dismissed as such. By the third or 
because he feels he has missed what happened. Social scientists fourth report, rumour has acquired 
out. I offered to go to the hills but rarely follow up. The standard a tenacity of its own.
another said, “Don’t laugh at us, explanations hardly explain. Just Forces of law and order are 
you have not been touched by as we have early warning groups summoned but they make little 
God as we have. This is a faith to predict a stock market crash, sense of it. They ask people to be 
which you won’t understand. To we need groups that examine cautious, adding a few layers of 
believe is to be blessed.” such explosions of irrationality as p a ra n o i a  t o  t h e  a n x i e t y.  
I felt left out as Ganapati looked symptoms of what such societies Explanations do not explain. 
indifferently at me. I consoled are going through. Each event L u c k y  c h a r m s  s e e m s  t o  
myself by reading about a whether monkey man, braid guarantee more safety than police 
rationalists meeting, reading an women, or the much-saluted escorts and cow dung and 
edit about scientific temper. Why Ganesh becomes a fab le turmeric, usually used to keep 
do such epidemics occur so unfolding the symptoms of trust people at bay, become popular. 
often? I was reading about the and the contours of suspicion and Warding off evil becomes a local 
braid cutting phenomena. Women anxiety. Here, the Ojha and the cottage industry as a community 
in Haryana and other parts of Shaman may be as necessary as waits to zero in on the next report. 
north India are falling unconscious the psychiatrist. Such crises can It is generally a vulnerable group 
and coming awake to discover be a moment of collaboration that is targeted. Children, women 
their hair has been cut. between our different psychiatric and the v ict ims are both 
Panic spreads quietly across town systems. Constructing such complainants and rumour-
and women shut doors to keep out epidemics as mere law and order mongers. Forensic experts collect 
the evil force. While the Ganesh p r o b l e m s  a d d s  l i t t l e  t o  the braid for analysis but forensics 
episode had a touch of the comic, understanding or healing.is little match for witchcraft as the 
the braid episode evokes the right anxiety spreads. It is eerie 

NEW DELHI: The Centre has declared Assam will also continue to be marked four security personnel, were killed 
entire Assam as a “disturbed” area as “dissiri turbed area” from August 3 and 14 others were abducted.
under the controversial Armed Forces to September 30. The violence was perpetrated in 
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) for one It has also declared as “disturbed” Assam by insurgent groups like ULFA, 
more month, citing various violent three districts of Arunachal Pradesh -- NDFB and others, the official said.
activities by insurgent groups ULFA, Tirap, Changlang and Longding - and AFSPA has been continuing in Assam 
NDFB, and others. areas falling within the jurisdiction of since November 1990. The official 
The Union home ministry also 14 police stations in nine other districts said continuing violence perpetrated 
declared Meghalaya’s border areas of the state with effect from August 4 to by NSCN(IM), NSCN(K), ULFA, 
adjoining Assam, and three districts in September 30. NDFB, and others were key reasons 
Arunachal Pradesh as “disturbed” The 14 police stations fall under the for continuing with AFSPA in 
under the AFSPA for two more months districts of Papumpare, West Siang, Arunachal Pradesh.
with effect from August 3. East Siang, Lower Dibang Valley, East The controversial AFSPA has been in 
In separate gazette notifications, the Kameng, West Kameng, Namsai, force in the three Arunachal Pradesh 
home ministry said the entire Assam Lohit  distr ict ,  Lower Subanin districts of Tirap, Changlang and 
has been declared “disturbed” from Arunachal Pradesh. Longding since January, 2016.
August 3 till August 31. A home ministry official said there Meghalaya too has been witnessing 
The Union home ministry said the were 75 incidents of violence in Assam violence by ULFA, NDFB militants in 
20km belt in Meghalaya bordering in 2016 in which 33 people, including the recent past.

Stalking cases rise but conviction remains low
NEW DELHI: Incidents of stalking of conviction of 473 accused. up in conviction of the stalkers.
women have been on the rise across While the figure for the last year is While the duration it takes for the 
the country in the past couple of years. provisional, still the conviction rate of police to file charge sheet for the 
From 4,699 cases in 2014, they rose to 5% (379 convicFact file Registered offence that is bailable could lead to 
7,132 in 2016 — as per the data stalking cases Cases with conviction complainants losing the resolve to 
available with the Union home 4,699 tions in 7,132 registered cases) continue, instances of them pressured 
ministry. speaks volume about the state of affair into withdrawing the case also 
While there has been a rise in number in which victims are devoid of justice. abound.
of such cases being registered with the In light of Haryana BJP chief Subhash “Time-bound trial can help in more 
police, the conviction rate has Barala’s son allegedly stalking and convictions. It (stalking) is a serious 
remained abysmally low. attempting to kidnap a young woman crime and we have seen stalkers in 
Sample this: of the 4,699 cases in a drunken state recently, it could be many cases turning into murderers,” 
registered in 2014, only 134 cases pointed out that Chandigarh has had said lawyer Karan Singh.
resulted in conviction of 262 people, 38 case of stalking registered against A person accused of stalking is booked 
according to the information provided 41 people in the last three years. under Section 354(D) of the Indian 
by minister of state for home, Hansraj However, only nine people have been Penal Code. While the first conviction 
Ahir, in the Lok Sabha recently. convicted of the crime. attracts a jail term of three years, 
Moreover, in 2015, police across the The national capital Delhi, on the other subsequent conviction could lead to a 
country registered 6,266 cases of hand, had 2,500 cases registered in prison term of five years.
stalking but only 340 cases saw the same period with only 139 ending 
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Police face the heat for ‘diluting’ charges 
under political pressure
CHANDIGARH: After Haryana BJP National Commission for Women the victim’s statement, in which no 
president’s son, Vikas Barala, (NCW) has sought a free and fair such case of kidnapping was made 
arrested for stalking and drink driving, probe in the case of alleged stalking of out. To claim it in a FB post is 
was released on bail on Saturday, a Chandigarh-based woman by the different.” LAWYERS DIVIDED 
politicians and social media users are Haryana BJP chief’s son. “In the letter Sumeet Goyal, a lawyer at the Punjab 
accusing Chandigarh Police of (to police) we have asked them to and Haryana high court, said the 
buckling under pressure and going conduct a quick, immediate, fair and intention of police was evident from 
soft against the accused. free investigation in the case and let the fact that they did not include 
Vikas and his friend were arrested on us know what is happening in every Section 354 (sexual harassment), 
Friday night for allegedly following a stage,” NCW Chairperson Lalitha which is a non-bailable offence, in the 
woman. Kumaramangalam said. diluted the FIR.
The case was registered for stalking case under the BJP pressure, and However, lawyer AS Chahal, said one 
under Section 354-D (stalking) of the have not added Section 365 could not jump to the conclusion that it 
IPC, which is a bailable offence when (kidnapping) and 511 (attempting to was a case of kidnapping simply 
a person is booked the first time. commit offences punishable with because one knocked on the victim’s 
Congress leader and former Union imprisonment for life or other car window . “If from the statement of 
minister Manish Tewari said that the imprisonment). It has exposed the the girl, a case of kidnapping is made 
police have “completely diluted” the BJP’s double standard,” said Tewari. out, then it should be added. From 
case under pressure. Defending the police action, UT SSP whatever I have read, I don’t think it 
“Police have completely NEW DELHI: Eish Singhal said: “We always go by makes for one,” he said.

Sanctionhit North Korea vows revenge against US
MANILA: A Southeast Asian talks, saying at a news conference on when we see it...We are not going to 
diplomatic meeting quietly turned Monday that he had no specific give someone a specific number of 
into the first real multiparty preconditions for negotiating with days or weeks. This is really about the 
bargaining session in eight years to Pyongyang. “The best signal that North spirit of these talks.”
tackle North Korea’s On Monday,  the North 
nuclear programme, as threatened to  re ta l ia te  
t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  t o p  “thousands of times over” 
diplomat held a rare against the US for the latest 
round of talks with his United Nations sanctions, 
c o u n t e r p a r t s  f r o m  cal l ing them a “violent 
China, South Korea and i n f r i n g e m e n t ”  o n  i t s  
Russia. s o v e r e i g n t y  t h a t  o n l y  
The US and Japan were deepened its resolve to 
the only members of the strengthen its nuclear arsenal.
so-called sixparty talks It said the US and “other 
on the North’s nuclear countries as large” had 
ambitions, which ended reacted with “fear” to just two 
in failure in 2009, whose Nor th  Korean tes ts  o f  Korea could give us that they are 
diplomats did not meet this week intercontinental ballistic missiles. That prepared to talk would be to stop these 
with foreign minister Ri Yong-ho of made Pyongyang “more determined missile launches,” Tillerson said.
North Korea. that this is the only way we can survive, But when asked how long such a pause 
But Rex Tillerson, the US secretary the only path we can take,” the would have to last before talks could go 
of state, kept the door open for statement said in a statement.forward, Tillerson said: “We’ll know it 

Assam to remain ‘disturbed’ area under 
AFSPA for another month

The DNA Profiling Bill has too many loose ends
The first step towards a DNA Profiling Bill was taken broad schedule defining instances of when DNA 
in 2007 with the ‘Draft DNA Profiling Bill” by the profiling can be used and is missing a number of 
Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics. safeguards that would enable individual rights. 
Since then, there has been a 2012, 2015, and a These include a right to notification of storage and 
2016 version of the Bill - the last not available to the access to information on the DNA databank, the 
public. right to appeal and challenge storage of DNA 
In 2013, the Department of Biotechnology samples, and right to access and review personal 
formulated an Expert Committee to deliberate on information stored on the DNA Data Bank.
concerns raised about the Bill and finalise the text. It is concerning that the 2017 Bill has left the defining 
The “Use and Regulation of DNA Based Technology of privacy and security safeguards to regulation — 
Bill 2017” and the report by the Law Commission is a including implementation and sufficiency of 
further evolution of the legislation and dialogue. The protection, appropriate use and dissemination of 
2017 Bill contains a number of improvements from DNA information, accuracy, security and 
previous versions yet there are still outstanding confidentiality of DNA information, timely removal 
concerns that remain. and deletion of obsolete or inaccurate DNA 
Positive changes in the Bill include provisions for information, and other steps as necessary. 
consent, defined instances for deletion of profiles, Furthermore, though the Law Commission cites the 
limitation on purpose of the use of data in the DNA use of the 13 CODIS (Combined DNA Index 
Data Bank, defined instances fo r destruction of System) profiling standard as a means to protecting 
biological samples, and the ability for an individual to privacy in its report — this standard has yet to find its 
request a re-test of bodily substances if they believe way in the text of the Bill.
contamination has occurred.
Despite these changes the Bill still has an overly 

The implications of creating regional and national 
level DNA databanks  need to be fully understood

 and publicly debated. DNA is not cognizant of the rights of individuals 
foolproof - false matches can take and the potential for misuse of the 
p lace for  mul t ip le reasons.  technology. As society continues to 
Importantly, the usefulness of DNA rapidly become more and more data 
based technology to a legal system centric, and that data increasingly is 
and the impact on individual rights is a direct extension of the person, it is 
dependent and reflective of the critical that legislation that is 
soc ia l ,  l ega l ,  and  po l i t i ca l  developed has clear protections of 
environment the technology is used rights. In addition to amendments to 
in.DNA based technology can be a the text of the draft 2017 Bill, this 
powerful tool for law enforcement, includes enacting a comprehensive 
and it is important that a robust privacy legislation in the country.
process and structure is given to the It is worrying that in the conclusion of 
collection of DNA samples from a its report, the Law Commission has 
crime scene to the laboratory for referred to whether privacy is an 
analysis, to the DNA Bank for integral part of Article 21 of the 
storage and comparison, but this Constitution as merely “a matter of 
structure needs to also be fully academic debate.” 

Venezuela Army hunts for ‘mercenaries’ after uprising
VALENCIA: Venezuela’ s military on States. northwestern city, in a climate of 
Monday  hun ted  a  g roup  o f  The incident heightened fears that tension on Sunday after the attack.
“mercenaries” who made off with Venezuela’s deepening political and Locals said a nighttime curfew was 
weapons in an attack on an army base economic crisis could explode into imposed. Police dispersed protesters 
carried out against what they who  had  se t  up  
ca l l ed  t he  “murde rous  flaming barricades 
tyranny” of President Nicolas across roads.
Maduro. The armed forces said 
Around 20 men led by an army in a statement “a 
officer who had deserted group o f  c iv i l ian  
battled troops in the base in cr iminals wearing 
the third city of Valencia for military uniforms and a 
three hours yesterday, officials first lieutenant who 
said. had deserted” carried 
The raid ended with two of the out the attack.
attackers being killed and Maduro  sa id  the  
eight captured, Maduro said l ieutenant, among 
on state television. those captured, was 
The other 10 escaped with “ a c t i v e l y  g i v i n g  

greater violence, perhaps open 
weapons taken from the facility, information and we have testimony 

armed conflict.
according to officials who said an from seven of the civilians.” Maduro 

Officials insisted afterward that all was 
“intense search” was underway for congratulated the army for its 

normal across the country.
them. “immediate reaction” in putting down 

Military helicopters flew overhead and 
Maduro claimed the “terrorist” group the attack, saying they earned his 

tactical armored vehicles patrolled the 
had ties to Colombia and the United “admiration.”

streets in Valencia,  a major 

TILLERSON SAYS USA, RUSSIA CAN SOLVE ISSUES, EASE TENSION
MANILA :US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said on Monday he believes Washington and Russia can find a way 
to ease tensions, saying it wouldn’t be useful to cut ties over the single issue of suspected Russian meddling in the 
US election.
Tillerson said Russia had also expressed some willingness to resume talks about the crisis in Ukraine, where a 
2015 ceasefire between Kiev’s forces and Russian-backed separatists in the eastern part of the country is regularly 
violated. “We should find places we can work together... In places we have differences we’re going to have to 
continue to find ways to address those,” Tillerson told reporters.
Tillerson met his Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov, on the sidelines of an international gathering in Manila, where 
he also asked about Moscow’s retaliation against new US sanctions.

Resilient 10
man India 
U17 hold 

Chile in Mexico
NEWDELHI: The India U-17 
football team produced a spirited 
display to hold fancied Chile to a 
1-1 draw in the final match of its 
To r n e o  d e  4  N a c i o n e s  
Tournament tour in Mexico City.
Chile, who finished runners-up to 
Brazil in their South American U-
17 Championships to qualify for 
the World Cup, scored in the 40th 
minute after India’s defence 
failed to clear the ball.India’s 
Nongdamba Naorem found the 
equaliser in the final 10 minutes 
of the game. Two minutes later, 
the Blue Tigers were reduced to 
10 men after Aniket was given a 
marching order on Monday.


