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The Governor of Jharkhand, Smt. Draupadi Murmu calling on the Union Minister for Defence,
Shri Rajnath Singh, in New Delhi.

Our Correspondent

New Delhi/January 21

Former Lieutenant
Governor of Delhi Najeeb
Jung who joined a sit-
in protest against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
and the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) outside
Delhi's Jamia Millia Islamia
university on Monday said
that the controversial law
needed a revamp to make it
inclusive.

“I feel that the
Citizenship Amendment Act
needs a revamp. They should
either include Muslims or
remove other names. Make it
inclusive.... If PM calls these
people and talks, the matter
will get resolved,” Jung said.

Jung who once served
as the Vice-Chancellor of
Jamia Millia University

ingisted that talks are a
must with the protesters to
solve the imbroglio. “When
Anna Hazare movement had
happened (2011), Congress
government at the Centre
was ready to talk to the
agitators. Why is the present
government not ready to have
such a dialogue? There should

be talks,” he said.

Congratulating students
and locals who have been
protesting outside Jamia for
the last five weeks, Jung said,
“It's very encouraging to see
that an Act, which was meant
to create divide among people,
have united everyone.”

The students who

have been protesting since
December 15, began an
indefinite round-the-clock
sit-in outside the campus on
Wednesday as they intensified
their agitation against the
CAA and the NRC.

Students from several
universities also took out
a protest march against
the CAA Mandi House to
Jantar Mantar on Monday.
The protest was held under
the banner of “Young India
against CAA-NRC-NPR”, a
collective of over 30 students’
groups. N Sai Balaji, AISA
National President and
former JNU students’ union
(JNUSU) president said,
“Students and youth today
have showed that they won't
get divided by hate. We
are together to defend our
Constitution.”

Ex-LLG Najeeb Jung joins anti-CAA protest

tracks citizenship for non-
Muslim refugees from
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Bangladesh who arrived in
India before December 31,
2014, has sparked protests in
various parts of the country
for over a month now. Most of
the protests have been led by
students and women.

The opposition claims the
law is divisive, diseriminatory
and unconstitutional because
it makes religion a test of
citizenship.

The government and the
BJP insist that the law is
meant to confer citizenship
and not take it away from
anyone. The BJP has
launched a massive outreach
programme to educate the
masses about the law. The
government insists that there
is no question of rolling back

The CAA which fast- the legislation.

DDA receives 400 objections to

Our Correspondent

New Delhi/January 21

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has received
nearly 400 objections to the
proposed change of land use
for 101 acres in central Delhi
for the Centre's ambitious
Central Vista redevelopment
project.

The objections range
from questioning the need
for the project to its impact
on environment and trafﬁc_
Some also stressed on the
need to protect heritage
and demanded a proper
assessment before going
ahead with the plan.

A senior DDA official
said a public hearing will
be held in this regard before
finalising the change in land
use. “We have received nearly
400 suggestions/objections
regarding the land use
change, but close to 80% are
repetitions. A majority of it

stresses on the burden on

public facilities due to the
land use change. These issues
will be addressed in the board
of inquiry (public hearing),”
senior DDA official, aware of
the development, said.

Last December, the land-
owning agency had approved
the proposal to change the
land use of 101 acres —
stretching from near South
Block to the Prime Minister's
residence— from recreational

to mqldcntlal for the C(antral
Vista redevelopment project.

LokPATH (people for
Appropriate Transformation

of Habitat), a collective of

urban development experts,
which was formed recently,

has flagged the lack of

transparency in the process
of land use change.

DDA’s public notice,
which was issued in
December, regarding land
use change doesn’t mention

anything about the Central
Vista project, it said. Anuj
Srivastava, spokesperson
of LokPATH, said, “There
is no official information
about the project in public
domain. There is no clarity
on what is proposed and
what impact it will have on
the traffic situation and the
environment. The DDA or
the government should have
put out the detailed plan in
public domain for discussion
and review,”

The Indian Society of
Landscape Architects
(ISOLA) has called the project
an “inappropriate planning
decision”. “The proposed
reduction of as much as 80
acres of area available both
directly and indirectly to the
general public, transport and
parking etc. in this area is
an inappropriate planning
decision... It seems likely that
the majestic trees on these 80

acres will be lost as part of
the redevelopment proposal.
Compensatory planting
will not provide a suitable
alternative here,” Sujata
Kohli, honorary president,
ISOLA, wrote.

Many have questioned
the need for the project
and said it contradicts the
provisions of the Master
Plan of Delhi 2021. Save
Our City campaign, which is
run by a group of residents’
welfare associations, activists
and non-government
organisations, has written to
the DDA citing the provisions
of the master plan (which was
prepared by the DDA).

Objecting to the land use
change, members of Save
Our city campaign wrote,
“As per the National Capital
Region plan, no new central
government and public sector
undertaking offices should
be located in the national

capital. The DDA, as per its
Act, is under the obligation
to conduct a civic survey...
It (DDA) is in the habit of
changing the MPD in violation
of all laws of the land and is
hell-bent on killing the capital
city.”

Anil Sood, honorary
president of Chetna NGO
and member of Save Our City
campaign, said a notice issued
by the DDA doesn't give details
of “compensatory allocation of
land for recreational/public/
semi-public spaces”.

While the plan for
the redevelopment yet to
be finalised, people have
questioned the need for such
a project, especially at a time
when the focus is on Digital
India.

“The expansion of
physical infrastructure in
central Delhi for government
offices is not acceptable as it is
against the Digital India plan.

School children facing extreme hardshi

Delhi Police urging Shaheen
Bagh protesters to unblock road

Our Cnmq’pondent

New Delhi/January 21

The Delhi Police
on Monday appealed to
protesters at Shaheen Bagh
to unblock the road after
parents of schoolchildren
expressed “deep anxiety” in
view of forthcoming board
examinations.

Thousands of people,
including women and children,
are protesting for over a
month at Shaheen Bagh and
nearby Jamia Millia Islamia
to oppose the Citizenship
Amendment Act protests
(CAA) and the National

Register (NRC). The Delhi
Police took Twitter to appeal
to people. “We have already
appealed to you once before.
Meanwhile, more complaints
have been received regarding
inconvenience due to blockade
of Road No.13A, particularly
to school children who are
facing extreme hardship
in reaching their schools,
coaching centres and private
tuitions, “ they tweeted.
“Their parents have
expressed deep anxiety
in view of forthcoming
Board examinations. Daily
commuters, local residents

and businesspersons are also
facing acute harassment.
We once again appeal to
the protesters at Shaheen
Bagh to clear the road and
restore normal traffic,” the
department said in Twitter.
The Delhi Police on Friday
appealed to agitators to
unblock the Kalindi Kunj-
Shaheen Bagh stretch due

to which the residents of

Delhi and NCR are suffering,
officials said.

‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ a
political gimmick, PM should
let students study : Kapil Sibal

Our Correspondent

New Delhi/January 21

Senior Congress leader Kapil Sibal on Monday
described Prime Minister Narendra Modi's “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” programme as a “political gimmick” and said
the PM should allow students to work for the board exams
instead of asking
them to take part in
this event. Reaching
out to students in
their own language,
Prime Minister Modi
addressed 200 of them
during a “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” programme
and said his
conversations with
them will be “hashtag
without filter”.
“This is all political [
gimmicks. The fact of 8T
the matter is that the Prime Minister should allow these
children to work for the board exams instead of asking them
to take their time off to come here,” Sibal told Media. It is
very unfair on the students as nobody can refuse because
if the Prime minister wants to address students, the school
principals and authorities will go out of their way to send
students here, he said. “But it hurts the students and it
hurts their prospects. I think it is very unfair. I think the
students should use this time to study for their boards,”
the Rajya Sabha MP said.

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu felicitating the artists who performed ‘Bhuvana
Vijayam, a unique artistic rendering showcasing the best of Telugu classical poetry, at Swarna

Bharat Trust, in Nellore,

Kejriwal burnt papers before Delhi polls: BJP's Hari Nagar candidate Tajinder Bagga

Our Correspondent
New Delhi/January 21

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) will pocket more

than 50 seats in the upcoming
Delhi assembly election, its
candidate from Hari Nagar
constituency Tajinder Pal

Singh Bagga has claimed.
Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga,

who is the spokesperson of the

BJP's Delhi unit, also levelled

an allegation against chief
minister and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader Kejriwal,

“The BJP will win more

than 50 seats in the upcoming
assembly elections, Kejriwal
ji is afraid of this. That is
why documents were burnt at
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Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) office, 15 days before
the polls,” Bagga said,
according to Media. Bagga's
comments came hours after
the opposition party in the
national capital released
the second list of names of
10 candidates for the Delhi
assembly election 2020 late on
Monday. He has been fielded
from Hari Nagar as reports
suggested he wanted to fight
from the Tilak Nagar seat.
The BJP leader was trolled
on social media after his name
did not feature in his party’s
first list of candidates for the
upcoming Delhi assembly
elections 2020.

After being named as the
Hari Nagar candidate, Bagga
came back with a rap song
‘Bagga, Bagga Har Jagah’
on Twitter. The 2:20-minute
song with a chorus featuring
his name and words like
nationalism and traitors and
was a virtual resume of hig
political career. The BJP is
facing an uphill task in the
national capital where it
could win only three seats
in the last assembly polls in
2015 with the AAP scoring a
landslide.

‘All they want is to defeat
me’: Arvind Kejriwal
challenges opponents

Our Correspondent

New Delhi/January 21

Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal has said all the parties have come
together to defeat him in the Assembly elections, but his
priority is Delhi's welfare and to take the city forward on the
path of development. “On one hand, there are BJP, JD(U),
LJP, JJP, Congress, RJD and on the other hand, there are
schools, hospitals, water, free electricity, freee rides for
women and people of Delhi. My aim is to defeat corruption
and take Delhi forward (on the path of development), and
all they want is to defeat me,” Kejriwal said in a tweet in
Hindi on Tuesday morning. Kejriwal will file nomination for
the Delhi Assembly elections on Tuesday. He is contesting
from New Delhi seat, and is seeking to win from there for
the third time. While Congress has fielded former Delhi
NSUI president Romesh Sabharwal from New Delhi seat,
the BJP has chosen Yuva Morcha president Sunil Yadav to
take on Kejriwal. This is Sabharwal’s first major election
in his political career. He had shared two images of his
resume on Twitter on Monday requesting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and his sister Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi to notice his sincerity to the party and
allow him a ticket from the Congress for the Delhi polls.
Yadav, meanwhile, is a lawyer and worked his way up the
ranks as the district president and general secretary of
the Yuva Morcha in Delhi. The Congress, which ruled the
city for three consecutive terms from 1998 to 2013, will
for the first time contest the Assembly polls in alliance
with another party. It has left four seats for its ally the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD). The BJP faces a tough battle
in Delhi where it has been out of power for more than two
decades. The party could win only three seats in the last
assembly polls in 2015 with the AAP scoring a landslide
victory with 67 seats.

JNU students’ union moves
Delhi HC against hostel fee hike

Qur Correspondent

New Delhi/January 21
The Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’ Union
(JNUSU) on Tuesday moved the Delhi High Court against
the increase in hostel fees. The petition, filed by JNUSU
president Aishe Ghosh and other office bearers, wants
the court to direct the a.l:lrmmstratlon ta allow stul:lents

to register as per the old fees structure. It also urged the
court to restrict JNU authorities from imposing late fee
on students who want to register for the January 2020
winter semester. The petition submitted that decisions
taken by university’s Inter Hostel Administration (THA)
in its October, 2019 meeting are malafide, arbitrary and
illegal and adversely affect the students. “The present writ
petition is being filed by the members of Jawaharlal Nehru
University Student Union (JNUSU) challenging the Inter
Hostel Administration (IHA) decision dated 28.10.2019
amending the Hostel Manual, the Minutes.
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